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severe against Daladier; further, that Frossard had been
half one thing, half another, and Daladier not so much
at his ease as usual.
" You understand, there was that figure there's such a
fuss about. The other month he gave, as the number of
planes sent to Finland, the total of those sent and promised.
There's no recovering from mistakes like that."
" Then the Government is overthrown/' I said.
" No, no; but . . ."
I knew how matters stood. At four a.m., almost at
dawn, came the vote: 239 to one for the Government ;
but more than three hundred abstentions! Cries of
" Resign ! " rang out on the extreme Left. The " Bull of
Vaucluse," as M. Daladier was occasionally called, had
received something more than darts this time. The
toreador had planted the sword firmly between his ribs*
Some hours later a small Cabinet Meeting took place at
the Ministry of War. M. Daladier informed his colleagues
of his decision. He was going to present the Government's
resignation to the President of the Republic. As Vice-
President of the Council, M. Chautemps, in the name of
the Ministers as a whole, made a show of dissuading him.
He had not been outvoted. He could allow himself full
scope in strengthening his Government. His resignation
and that of his colleagues were at his disposal to this end.
M. Daladier thanked him and allowed his glance to rove
over his team. What thoughts passed through his mind
as his gaze rested now on one, now on another ? He gave
a faint, bitter smile and got up.
" Gentlemen, let us go to the President of the Republic."
There followed the ritual ending of a Ministry at the
Elysee. M. Albert Lebrun begged the Ministers to " expe-
dite the affairs of the moment" which meant that they
retained provisionally the use of their ministerial chairs,
but no longer wielded any kind of authority.
Then, face to face, M. Lebrun and M. Daladier examined
the situation. The President asked M. Daladier if he